GUEVENSTSKE:

THE GLOUGESTER AND DISTRICT
ARGHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH
GROUP REVIEW  Number

.
LY A n o w
i -

L} :' 5 --u.-:'--."_wj'-1 ::g: JE...-
wt et ¥ i
’ T %
y e TR -
N P =
i s . ';-I ¥ JJ' |
o - ..-i:_ :I::_*ﬂ
- i ‘ ':_I:‘
! : i:l s
'r y fie . -ul:."- 7
e A
:'Il' " 5 -ﬁr L]

]
F-
P & o
L ] -y
L)
b A

vl




"Gloucester is a painful example of the problems
which now face British archaeology".

Henry Hurzt
Ant. Journal (1972).
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A SCHEDIILED STTE - THE PROBLEMS OF CONSERVING RURAL ARCHAFQLOGICAL
S1ITES, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE WADFTELD ROMAN VTITA

The Wadfield Roman villa epitomiges the problems of conserving
archaeclogical sites in rural surroundings. This villa lies on the
slope of the hill below the Belas Knap long barrow, just below the 700ft,
contour, beside Humblebee Wood. Its aspect is to the east and it has a
fine oullook across the Beesmoor valley Lowards anolher large Roman villa
in Spoonley Wood. "fhe villa was of medium size and consizted of a
centre and two wings cneclosing a courtyard 34ft. wide. One of the
apartments had a mosaic floor and there was probably a bath house on Lhe
south side of the complex". (1). There were extensive out-huildings;
one large structure being revealed as recently az 1969, when a gas pipe-
line trench cut through and partially destroyed it. (2).

The existence of Wadfield villa was unknown until 1863 when it was dis-
covered by the plough striking stonc-work, Mrz. Emma Dent, of Sudeley
Caslle, Lhe landowner, describes subsequernl evenls in her book "Amnals
of Budeley and Winchcombe!", published 1n 1877. Meass a Homan villa wasz
discovered bencath the surface of the soil, 1n a perfcct state of
preservation. -+ T'he rLesselated pavement was as perflecl as If just
completed by the workmen; but its speedy removal was found to be
absolutely necessary in order to preserve it from the Winchcombe public,
who in the space of one Sunday afternoon carried off a large portion in
small pieces, as souvenirs. Thanks to the energy and ability of Mr.
Fred. Simmons, bailiff, this valuable momento of Roman times was =zo0oon
safely lodged in the green-house of Sudeley Castle: where it may long
be preserved as reverently as it is by ils present ownersl',

In 1894 Mrs. Dent invited E. P. Loftus Brock, F.S.A., Hon. Secretary of
the Hritish Archaeological Association to excavate the villa, A report
of his activities appears in the "Journal of the Archaeological Association,
New Scries, Vol. 1, 1895". At this date archaeologists did not have
avalilable the scientific methods and techniques practiced today; and
little emerges from his report other than a plan and some slight
description of the finds. In his conclusion Loftus Brock states 'While
the lezss important portionsg of the villa have been filled in again for
preservation, the most important parts have been kept open for observation,
the walls being preserved from damage from the elements by being covered
by the largest old gtones found, and placed loosze upon them'. This area
of the villa was surrounded by a drystone wall, and trees were either
deliberately planted, or allowed to grow, so that today the enclosure
forms a gmall gpinhey.

Mr. Lotftus Brock was an optimist to hope that the simple precautions he
took would preserve the villa from the elements. It ig very difficult

to prevent frost damage to Cotswold stone. At Chedworth Roman Villa, the
National Trust has had to 'roof' the walls with stone tiles in an effort

to z=top their decay; similar difficulticz are cxperienced at Witcombe
Roman Villa, which is in the care of the Department of the Environment.

At Wadfield the exposed structures are gradually being eroded by the action
of rain and frost, together with the destructive penetration of trece roots.
Roots of softwood trees, such as those growing in the spinney, spread
widely and can cause greal siructural damage and disturh stratificationa

If a tree should tall major disturbance is likely, destroying the
relationship of ®atures in the area covered by the roots. (3).

The buildings in the field which were filled in for preservation are
suffering from pleoughing, which every year knocks more stoneg from their



foundations and cuts into pits and ditches, scattering their contents.

In this regpect Wadliield may not have suffered as severely as sites where
very deep ploughing has taken place, Until this century the ploughsare
seldom bit deeper than & or 5 inches, row 9 or 10 is more common. The
modern five-bladed tractor-drawn implement can pull down masonry without
the ploughman being aware of what is happening; in contrast to the
horse-drawn plough of sixty yvears ago, which skimmed over walls withoul
damaging them much. A scheduled site is legally protected by the Ancient
Monuments Act of 1911 from interference. However this excludes normal
agricultural activities, The farmer has everv right, even duty, to make
hiz land as productive as possible. One carnot expect him te refrain from
the most profitable method of cultivation because an archaeological site
liez beneath hig field: where the interestz of the archaeologist and the
agricullurist confliclt it is difficult to see a soluLion. Tf any
restriction were to be placed on cultivation an equitable compensation would
have te be paid and it is impossible to envisage money bcing available for
such purposes in the lorseeable futurs.

The fate of the mosalc 13 uncertaln. A tessellated pavement in the green-
house at Sudelsy Castle was discarded and thrown away whern repairs were being
carried aut sometime after the death of Mrs. Tent in 1900 (4). As aother
mozaics from the Spoonley Wood villa were also removed to Sudeley Castle, it
may have been one of these which was destroyed at this time. There is a
cavered shed in ithe spinney al Wadfleld which conlains half a mosaic. I+
=eemz that this is a copy of the original, probably made =zometime before the
Loftus Brock excavation. In hi=z report Mr. Loftus Brock states that he waz
assured by Mrs. Dent ithat "Its pattern is worked a little more than one

half and ... 1t was found in this condition', If this 1= indeed =o it 1is
very unusuala. It =zcems more likely that the missing portion was removed

by the "Winchcombe public'!' as souvenirs. Whether original or not, the
masalc is deteriorating: there is a large hole in the roof of the shed,
allowing water to flood the floor, discoleouring and raising the tesserae.

The villa is nol safe Crom human interference, though as 2 scheduled ancient
monument i1t should be protected. Not long ago a group of people {who may
ar may not have had permission for theilr activities from the Ministry) did
some work in the spinney, They cleared some vegetation and uncoverad a
{loor of red brick tesserae. The so0i1l should have heen replaced to protect
the surface, it was however left open to the rigours of winter at the hcight
of 70O ft. Thig floor is now a mass of crumbling particleg and will soon

have totally disintegrated. The investigators may have worked with goodwill
in tidying up the site, but more harm than good has resulted from their
activities. I know of no report on the investigaticns they made and any
infermztion gained appears to have been losi. Persons using a metal
detector have been seen on the site in search of coins and other relics. it

lg very unlikely that they would be deterred from using a spade if they got
a positive reading fram itheir apparaius.

A gas pipe-line trench waz dug during the winter of 1968-69, vardsz south of
the wall surrounding Lhe villa, It was sited outside Lhe scheduled area
which was carefully avoided by the planners. As mentioned above 1t revealed
2 substantial building, probably of an agricultural nature and ancillary to
Lhe villa. The pipe-line trench cut through the north wall, destroving mosl
of it., and heavy machigery passing over the rest of the building caused

much destruction to the remainder.

several lessoms can he learned by considering the fate of the Wadfield villa.
Firstly no site should be left uncovered after excavation unless sufficient
funds are available for its proper preservation, Mrs. Emma Dent was a




















































































