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EXCAVATICON REPORTS

Gloucester.

a) Mcdiacvel Forge and Roman Military find - Northgete Street. (SC 83321869)

Juat beyond the site of the City's old North Gate demclition of the shops
kriown ac nos. 64 - 72 Northgatc Strect hag taken placs, Trne following
observations were made in the cutting containing the main servoces to the
proposad new builaings.

Two substantizl brown clay floors were found just below the rubble
make-up of the now demolished shop flcor which extended for approximatsly
6 ft, from the foundations of the shop froantage. The clay floors were all
that reuained of a tuiliing that was probably a redizsval forge fronting
onto the main road, as ocoupation layers on both floors wers heavily charged
with charcoal and the type of mctal scale which ig shod whon white-hot metal
is worked on sn anvil, Various sereps of iron slag and bronze clippings
indicated the diversity of the work undertaken. Unfortunately no dating
neterial was recovered but the features and industrial debris could be com-
pared to tho mediaesval forpe sited on the other side of Horthgate Streel and
which has been dated to the 15th century.

lio carlior features were found beolow this, and theore was every
indication that the site was built on part of the silted up city moat which
in turn had besn filled in, The forge was the first building to be erected
on what was orizinally ths city defences. From the liasz and organic cley
filling of these defsnces & Roman iron spear-head was recovered at a depth
of approximately 10 f4, It was quite small, about 4.6 inches long, and
was of particular interest aas similar types have been found on the Ulﬂudian/
Neronian military site of Hod Hill, It can thersfore be dated to the mid-
lst century. Two other examples of Roran spear-heads can be seen in the
City Museums one found in the city ani the other at Kingsholm,

b) A Terrace et Kingsholm - Kinssholm Court. (SO 83451955
finesioiin Rok D
Denolition of Wo. 41 Hereeater Strees at the jurnction of Sandhurst
Roai, f'ollowed by the construction of ten maisonettes comprising 'Kingsholm
Court' affordedc an opportunity for limited archaeclogical investigation.

The sile straddles, at this point, a 50 ft. wids bank or terrace which
lies almgzside Worcester Street; which it has been suggested was part of
an ancient flood tank peasible relsted to & channel of the Severn which onece
Llowed nearty, It has mlso been suggested that the military highway which
served the 1st century forts of Worcester, Droitwich and Metchley passed
close by the site.

The suggestion of a flood bank was not confirmed by this particular
investigntion as & partly destroyen Roman floor of erushed brick and tile,
ore inch thick and unmortared, was found on the criginal turl lins, This
floor was pertly exposed in both scctions of the sewerage trench ruming
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along the southern side of nos., T and 9 which bisected the central arsa of
this terracs, No walls or robber trenches were located in association with
this floor which points to the posaibility of a relationship with a timber
building. O(me green glass melon~shaped bead, probably of Flavian date, was
found on tne flour level ani was the only dating evidence associated with the
feature.

A small trial trench to the gouth of the sewerese trench failed to
locate further remains of the floor. A brown sandy loam approximataly
1 ft. thick had accumulated above the same horizon &8 the Roman floori this
conteining sherde of 18t - 2rnd century pottery. Above this the loan, approX.
3 f4. thick changed to the normel black habitationm scil, In this were found
various sherds of pottery ranging from 4th - 12th centuriez along with food
bones and charcoal, Thegse finds are of course the usuel domestic accumulation
and indicaztes a prolonged period of roadside occupation,

It has been suggested that the early military site at Kingsholm was sub-
Ject tc flooding bty the Severn ani was sbandoned in favour of the wore elevated
ground over which the city now lies. Depoaits of river borne lias clay and
8ilt which are normally left behind in fields close to the river was not found
in the loams of this terrace.

o) L4 Homan altar and pottery from 'The Bijou', ¥ingsholm. (SO 53541957)

Demolition of this dwelling, which stood incidentally nearly opposite
site (v), ond the cutting of builder's trenches afforded several Uroup members,
interesled in early Roman military nistory, the opportunity to carry out
observations in tke area,

Situated oppoeite the junetion of Sandhurst Rood and Worcester Strcet
with its hsell acre of lawms ond gurdens the site fronted the main military
highwoy into the Midlands and was near to its junction with Braine Way.

This would place the site within the area of any possible fort sited on this
road Junction.

It must be cdded that it was not without sonsiderabls misgivings that
the descision not to excavate this arca wes accepted. The site is to be
irretreviably lost +o srchasological investigation as the result of the
intenied construction of maisonettss,

(i) 4An uninscribed but Troken Roman altsr was recovered from & rockery
in the garden of 'The Bijou' in Worcester Street,. Trhere is no information
regariing its original discovery but it has stood in the garden for nore than
2C yeers., There may be soms connzction betwesrn this and five other eltars
found at Kingsholm in 15376 and given to the Corinium Maseum, Cirsncester, by
Sir A, H. Church.

The altar is wade from o cotswold limestone known to architzcts and
stoncmasons as 'Painswick Stone', and prized for ite fine granulor make-up,
warmth of colour and a healing film of oil or skin with which the living rock
tones dowm breaks and tocl merks. The pedestel or foot is now lost as it had
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broken off from the rectengular column which supports the capital, The
capital or head of the altar is poulded around three sides, the rear unseen
aslide being laft plain, Un top is the focus; a flat cirecular area with a
emall hole tooled into the centre. m either side of the focus lie two
voluttes or long scrclls, each inscrivced with a faint St, Andrews cross on
its front face. Or many cther stones this mark has been interprsted as a
Christion symbcel.

(ii) Pottery sherds found in the builder's spoil heaps are &s follows:=-

A rniumber of sherds of corconed bowls end carinated vessels in a grey
febric, fired orange or reducci to grey on the surfacsc, plus pieces from
larger storags vessels normally assogiated with & mid-lg: century date,

Samian - J27. Cup with conatricted, double-curved wall, thin fine
glazed ware with swall bead rim flattened on the top., Form 814.B,
Dete Claudian,

Ring-necked flagon - with tadly bent handle in orange/buff fabric,
Form 558. Date Claudian,

Flegon - nard grey fabric with bufl sliv, Form 150D, Date Claudiam,

liortaria, - Red /oranas ware, sparirgly scattered with small white grits.
Form 1934%, Date Neronian,

Amphoree - Buff or red/buff fabric, the form appears %o te mid lat
century.

Pillar Moulded Green Glass Bowl - a distinctive type of early let
century glasswere, Form 62,

Romenised Iron Age pottery - Barrel sheped jar with everted rim,
calcite grit febrie containing o omall quantity of crushed red $ile or pottery,

The amount of potlery founi is not enormous, but it is significant that
the normal Flavien Forms are absart, Xo examples of flange bowls, pis dishes
everted or bead rims were found. On the face of it the site should be n
military one of Claudian-lferonian dating 41 - 65 AD with the emphasis on
Heronian.

neference for forms: "Camulodunum",,Soc.cf Ant.Vol,X1lV.

A, P, Garrod,
27 Court Gdns.,
Hempsated,
Gloucester.
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Excavations 11-15 and 22 Southgate Street, (S0 8313%1848/83081852)

The initial purpose of the excavction was simply to record a complets
sequence o0f occupation both Homan and Medieval on a sits at the centre of
Gloucester, The pursuit of the Roman Forum becamé & scoond aim when it
was realised that evidence might be recovered whickh conclusively established
its identity.

Work took place on the Bell Fctel site (11 - 15 Southgate Strect)
between September and WMarch and on a trench at the rear of 22 Southgate
Strcet (Longsmith Street car park) in March - April.

NOTE:  The dating used here must not in any way be regarded as final,
Finds have only been given a very cursory examinaticn, some of them not
gvan that,

lst century ocoupation.

About 2,000 gq. ft, woe excovated to nmatural., The earliegst levels
over this area comnsistently produced finds of apparently pre-I"lavian date
including wilitary objeeta. The majority of thia material came from two
large gullies which crossed the Bell Hotel site at an angle to the later
Roman alignment. Unfortunately much of the early stratigraphy was
destroyed when the ground was levelled to make the Forum courtyard so that
the exect nature of the earliest features was beyond recovery. In
longsmith Btrest, the earliest level was an occupation leyer on a pebble
floor bounded to the sovth by a beamalot., This layor contained a Claudian
coin and potiery similar to that found in the gullsy under 'the Bell',
Burnt daub was also found in oné of the gullies on "the Bell' site. The
stratified finde from the earliest levels can be summarised as: two
Claudian coins and a third military copy: 4 broocres; Samian and 2
quantity of coarse wares, for all of which pre=Flevian perallels can be
found from othcor oitess part of a cuiress buckles threc studs and a few
other, as yet unidentified, bronze objascts.

It muat at onee be admitted that on its own this material is insufficient
to establigh any firm date for the first occupation cof the site, but discoveries
made on the lew Market Hall site two years agoe make an interesting compariscn,
That was considered to be the earliest nuilding on that site waas part of 2
probable barrack building with clay wallg and floors. The date of its con=
struction was put at 64 AD or later by the discovery of a Neronian coin
enbadded in one of the walls. Flavian waterial on its floora at the time of
its destruction confirmes this date: aseocinted with this were gmall finds of
military objects. '

Thus on both gides of Bell Lene there is a nilitery flavour to the
suppceedly earliest occupation, but on one side it is Ilavian ard on the
other, so far as we can see, pre-Flavian, The pottery from the two levels

differs sharply.

Thers are two suell clues towards & possible explanation, Two gullies
















































